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A Review of Issues in Japan’s Studies on “Comfort
Women” in the Past 30 Years

Mamie Misawa Department of Chinese Language and Culture

College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

It has been 30 years since the issue of Japanese military sexual
slavery, i.e. “comfort women”, surfaced in the early 1990s, and the
issue has gradually entered the realm of public discussion. Since then,
historical studies have also been conducted. However, the initiation of
the Asian Women’s Fund has led to divisions among victims and further
complications. The efforts of civil organizations succeeded in convening
the Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan’s Military
Sexual Slavery in 2000, and new perspectives such as those of comparative
history and male studies were introduced into the field of comfort women
studies. In the 2010s, denialist backlash has grown stronger, but new
research has also been forged by the controversy, increasing the discussion
in both breadth and depth. The study of “comfort women” has become
diverse, intersecting with various fields such as gender studies, social
movement studies, and cultural studies, as well as international law and
international relations. This article sketches the trends in Japanese research
on the comfort women issue over the past 30 years and introduces some of
the representative results and three of the dimensions of argument: (1) the
coercion of the comfort women system, (2) nationalism and the comfort

women issue, and (3) the subjectivity of the victims of the comfort women
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system. These three arguments are also crucial in the discussion of the
comfort women issue in Taiwan. Finally, this article reports on the latest
comfort women issues in early 2021 and emphasizes the importance of
the proposal passed by the 12th Asian Solidarity Conference on Japanese
Military Sexual Slavery in 2014, that the principle of a “victim-centered”

perspective is imperative.

Keywords: military sexual slavery system by Japan, “comfort
woman”, historical denialism, colonialism, nationalism,

subjectivity of the victims



