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Boundary-Crossing and Multiple Identities: Female
Marriage Migrants’ Family Practices in Contemporary
Taiwanese Documentaries

Hsin-Chin Hsieh Graduate Institute of Taiwan Culture

National Taipei University of Education

This paper investigates the motif of “home” to examine the multiple
identities of Southeast Asian marriage migrants in Taiwan, women who
cross boundaries between the inner and outer realms of the domestic
sphere. In particular, it explores how sociopolitical documentaries interact
with the contemporary discourse and cultural production. Considering
“home” as a double social space, both a contact zone between different
cultures and a practical space for daily life, this paper adopts a gender
perspective to analyze three documentaries: Out/Marriage (2012), The
Immortal’s Play (2016), and Let s Not Be Afraid (2010). These documentaries
distinctly demonstrate the different stages and processes of subject and
identity construction, thus to reveal the multilayered cultural differences
and power structures that wrestle with each other in the home space.
Through the cinematic analysis of these documentaries, this paper
analyzes the symbolic meanings of home and identifies marriage migrants’
varied strategies for negotiation and resistance. Moreover, it addresses
representational politics to explore the practical functions of documentary
filmmaking. Adopting transnational feminism and documentary analysis, it

demonstrates the dynamic construction of “home” in relation to scattered
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hegemonies and investigates the interventional act of documentaries as
they may affect the formation of subjectivity, gendered roles, and identities

of Southeast Asian marriage migrants in Taiwan.

Keywords: documentary, Southeast Asian marriage migrants in

Taiwan, woman, home, intervention



