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A Gender Equality Review of Taiwan’s Cultural
Heritages

Chin-Yen Chen Department of Guidance & Counseling

National Changhua University of Education

This article aims to review the core rituals and their connotations
for seven state-recognized cultural heritages as registered under the
Ministry of Culture, in accordance with the gender equality principle
of the “Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women” (CEDAW). The core rituals recorded in written, audio
and video forms as preserved by the Bureau of Cultural Heritage, Ministry
of Culture, were carefully examined. Then the project team conducted
interviews with seven preservation groups as well as experts on cultural
heritage and gender issues for examining gender related practices and
taboos. The interviews often ended with participants offering suggestions
for future adjustments. This two-tier review process was analyzed along
the dimensions of “gender equality” and “gender discrimination.” Finally,
specific suggestions were made to eliminate gender inequalities and

discrimination.

Key words: cultural heritage, gender equality
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