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Marriage as Heterosexual Patriarchy and Privilege

Chao-Ju Chen  College of Law

National Taiwan University

This is an investigation into the entangled relationship between
heterosexual privileges and heterosexual patriarchy under the law. It is
argued that feminist legal reform has weakened marriage’s function as a
patriarchal institution, but has simultaneously created an invisible cage.
Women’s oppression in and through marriage remains. Furthermore,
marriage maintains heterosexual hegemony’s authority and reinforces
this authority by delivering privileges to married couples. This model
of intimate citizenship operating through a “carrot and sticks” strategy
perpetrates not only compulsory heterosexuality but also compulsory
marriage. A reformulation of the concept and institution of intimate
citizenship based on the principle of “anti-compulsory-heterosexual-
marriage” is necessary. To facilitate this goal, we must acquire an
understanding of the relationship between heterosexual privilege and
patriarchy in its historical settings, acknowledge the significance of
considering oppression and privilege together, and reflect on the multiple

meanings of privilege.

Keywords: heterosexual hegemony, patriarchy, privileges, same-sex

relationship, marriage, feminist legal reform
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