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Men’s Studies in A New Millennium
Ya-Ko Wang Department of Sociology

National Taipei University

This article describes the history and development of men’s studies.
A subdiscipline of gender studies, men’s studies was inspired by the
women’s movement, as well as academic programs in women’s studies
and feminist theory. Over the past two decades, however, men’s studies
has become the most critical and fruitful wing of its parent discipline.
In mapping the ‘study of masculinities’, this article identifies four areas
of inquiry: 1) the construction of masculinities and male experiences, 2)
male feminism and men and feminism, 3) sexual minorities and gender
equity, and 4) men’s movement. While gender studies, and men’s studies
in particular, is defined by its positive or negative relationship to feminism,
this article will investigate only the pro-feminist areas of men’s studies.
After an introduction and explanation of relevant concepts, premises and

theories, this article will point to new directions in this field.

Keywords: men’s studies, men’s movement, gender studies
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