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The Conflict between Feudalism and Modernism:
Position of Females in Taiwanese and Korean Novels
during Japanese Occupation

Mal-Soon Choi National Chung Cheng University

Institute of Taiwanese Literature

It is commonly believed that the 1920s was the beginning of
modernization in Taiwan. Neo-intellectuals of the period generally
believed that pan-culturalism was the global trend after World War 1.
They gave high importance to the trends of the time such as the self-
determination of nations, equal rights for men and women, and labor-
management cooperation, while at the same time accepting the spirit of
the Enlightenment and modern values from the West to guide the general
public towards a self-awakening. Modernism, however, with its core
principles of human rationality and historical advancement, had developed
a complex system of checks on the rights of women and the women’s

liberation movement. This occurred against the backdrop of colonial
capitalism, and was compounded by lingering characteristics of feudalism
in Taiwanese society.

Female issues revealed in Korean novels during the Japanese
Occupation were in large part also the result of female discrimination in
traditional feudal society and were worsened by the exploitative nature
of colonial capitalism. Women, at the bottom of the social strata, were

subject to ethnic, class, and gender oppression in a society composed of
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colonialists, capitalists, and males. Educated new women would find it
extremely difficult if they wished to pursue ideas and dreams, explore
themselves, or master their own fate in a family system that was confined
by feudalistic gender discrimination and a society that was neither mature
nor open enough to accept their independence.

This Study has chosen Taiwanese and Korean novels published
during the Japanese Occupation in order to examine female issues in the
two countries under the same situation of Japanese colonial control. This
study focuses it’s discussion on two groups, women of the underclass
and new women, and explores the position and experiences of women at
the beginning of modernization in the two countries from perspectives of
multiple relations, such as the conflict between feudalism and modernism

and the values brought by colonial capitalism.

Keywords: Taiwanese and Korean literatures during Japanese
Occupation, female novels, new women, females at the

bottom of the social strata



34 B E% BRI

O ffi

ARIE - HEA > BUE KPR L AP IERE S EH R
BhEERIE 0 E R RARE G RIEE R AR XS > ##
A (AR & e (1920-1949)) » &
(BERNREeE L2 AXEEGHUHREER)  (ZOFKE
BONRPT R B BURAL A ARSI AR LR ) R 5 RS
BHRAN BB E T IR T SR MR A 0 T
ERFHRAEEHER (RERERAXZNERGR) (HEH
B BRI S B LA AL R ) F X A (m—A
R AR (BMEEME) B (X EHoikg)) »
(ROFREBEHE XE) L AME TR X B
wE) FXE

(mas 7 X))

E-mail: tclmschoi@ccu.edu.tw

TEL : (05) 2720411 # 31601



