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Images of Taiwanese Mothering

Shu-Man Pan Graduate Institute of Social Work

National Taiwan Normal University

Majority of European and American contemporary discussions of
mothering consider the issue from the macro perspective, while only a
small amount of research applies micro perspective when attempting to
understand how women’s daily experiences with mothering are structured
by the state. In this article, I utilize the post-structural feminist perspective
to interpret thirty-seven Taiwanese women’s experiences with mothering
and to investigate the social meanings of their experiences.

For most women, “being a wife” and “being a mother” are the two
most critical stages of their life cycle. In the process of female role’s
transformation, marriage can be considered as the first turning point,
becoming a mother is the next radical change, and offspring’s reaching
adolescence can be viewed as the final stage, since it leads to some form of
the woman’s liberation.

Although “being a mother” is a common experience for women, in
their daily lives, women tend to utilize different strategies of mothering.
Based on the data collected in thirty-seven interviews, I categorize such
strategies into three groups: first, the loss of female autonomy results in the
perception of mothering as an entirely negative experience; second, the
loss of female autonomy is viewed as partial, and mothering is thus

regarded as positive; and finally, the emphasis on female autonomy leads
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to a more reflexive attitude towards mothering. The results show that
unless women are able to regard mothering as a mostly positive
experience, balance between female autonomy and mothering is
impossible.

Mothering is generally viewed as an individual responsibility, rather
than a responsibility of the state. Although all our interviewers participated
in the labor market prior to their marriages, their getting married resulted in
a loss of their economic autonomy. I believe that these women would have
made different choices, had the state offered them enough support with

mothering.

Keywords: mothering, post-structural feminism, strategies of

mothering, autonomy
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