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FEE TS /TR VU FE ARV - AERHER AR B A B R i - Bl
A FERTRY B AR » A TR R SRR A A B B SRR AY
foer o R PE T BB A AERAYER MRIRRAY M LBl T RSB 5 - T
BT AR RS ReA AR R AIRES: 5 6T (38 1990 AL » k&8 - A
FEER Ry e e B A EEAHBRARRERITE - DU B LA A i A 2
{ERHR (Jordan, 1993; Trevathan, 1997 ) - AT FIBIAE BN A M
FERE - WS Ry T BT ) (midwifery model ) » R T B R
(medical model) B ReZg HEIEL - Wik E B IEH 8L - &REHIE
FHEA A Y AHE R AP REFT 352 (Rothman, 1984; Sakala, 1988) ©
B3 AJHE2Z Robbie E. Davis-Floyd (2001) B E ARt &4
FEMR R B A AR » IR RR IR Bk 43y © s S i 2 B S
L JCHY TEEZE (technocratic) fE3K | ~ B2 EG WS - HilS O
FEASER T L (humanistic) B850 ) ~ B 0BRSS/ E N T2A
(holistic) #izt | » bl - AR E A A2 RIEE - 1 B L=
P -

AR EERBERAL - (L - 5 [T 2otk ERE BB A e 4
FERTBY B SEEL P - BRI EAPTEERY " HARAEE) | - LR RE

BEE RANHELFRETN RGO ER - BIUEZT OB DR

ELFEARCER  BRHZTRER > 35005 5 5 B & RS AT A K

LHBRE MR - ARG R B ERG LA AZ I M B RENT =&

FEE RN R AR LRI E5 0 HILEGH -

| B+ EAELEHEAE  HACMBURSBEEE - BRER - 2EHR
B BRAR - HERE HARREY  HHBAHBERE - BRH
M~ HARTHRE - BRWE 7 - DR M7 F iR RE -
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SORENT IO IR (Mathews and Zadak, 1991; O’Connor,
1993; Ernst and Jognn, 1994) ; #X[f1 > EIEAMEHIEE ST » BB A
GAREIOERAI S UERAR, ~ AEVERYRERE © fE A EIREAE - B
F AR EE B B B T ARy T AR B TR B4R
FEFRIR » A 4 N3 m DA 5 e B 1 ) A8 E IRGRE RS =0 2 (Sokol,
2001; Moscucci, 2003) * [FIRf 1990 ALK » EFEEEE (evidence
based medicine, EBM ) W% » AR ERIBIEI T RE _THME
THHEAR R (Fleissig, 1993; Kozak and Weeks, 2002 ) » i &tk
fir e EEHIF (Graham, 1997 ) ©

Williams obsteterics (JRRINAEFRIE:) EEEEYIRMTy "FRT
s DAS M B B TR L > 2RI 1980 SEAUH AL e R UIBH A 2 P4 75 0
LR BRI - — RV B e R B G laYIbHI s
W SR TRERIIEARERE - A - BIYME AR B RA SCES ERt
Framal - N T EAH R B B AR A R B R (R RS | > Bl & YIBH
JEATERE 2 1990 FALIERRIIARE Tt -

PEBIEE K - FEAE BB 5 ~ IR RS R - 795
BEAME TR AR TR TRARISEE o BRET H G
N Y B RIS - ABERER - ALZWEOH AL B BBl ZE AR o
HisHBEHE » ErBhELEERE (BBF5 - 1994 5 thESE
1985 5 LR3EL 0 2000) - IS T AERIEND AR ) B9FEEAL
W& o BRI - il 2 RGEE B DU B A BERIRIE - B
ke e LR AL EE R B o AT AL AR RS o AT
BFEE R - L BRI - GlEUIREER A H AR E TRIFR S
(BHREEDS ~ RAHME ~ 2485 > 2000 5 FBERE > 2005)  BIAEER
B EaHREE S EUBENYEE - 5 H 2002 FRRHES [l ER

——



EEmp4T7-112.qxd 8/3/2007 4:39 PLE@SL

500 BBk BLERITAT

B SRER SR I T -

RIBELFRE (2005) HUERE - GEGRYIBIHITREZE 92% -
B I RTWCE B SRR - AR SA " RBS NG - #
RARTERG | K EYIban R BRI BhAER - WS E LA
ERIER YR > R U EE T E IR YT E - HAtERE
SRS > BRI AR R S AR Th R VBRI A
ALEL T o R GEERI G R YRR - HIR BB —EEIig
B > anffiis GE R YRR S T TR - AT ST EE -

4[] ]
(—) SEURMHNTE

T &eYlBd ) (episiotomy, EP) TEA[EINYHSCEFETHEAREHEE -
SCEE T ACREYIRE )~ TANERYIRE L~ B T & RaBihE ) o AEASCHRRI—
B AL ARERIEF AR T alavb , —3 - St EEEE
SREERTEART - o THERASE - JIEIG LA M vIB & keny Tl -
FIEFRYIBHEMEI R YIBARaRE T = - 72 (G RER LIETF) - thit
EHARIFUHIRA (REREREE) - 2 it aayipmss R
IRF > RyUIBH e R NG Se i b 2= R faf TR TG - 1588 > AR
feer (JERASEAR - 2004) « BN FZERERE Williams obstetrics 1

2 (BREFIEFM) EEREFFELHWEH  BEHREENIUERA
HE O FAATZTHRENEARENER S -ABRECELRBEEAATH
BEAZMBEART TR 2004 FEREREHM (FERZRBE) L4 -

3 F_ERGEHETEILHINBALEMEEMER -
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2005 55—+ hie - fEu kR YIBHA -

ARG IAM AL —EF ey AR R EAB L+ EF
RCLEREF IR VAL o oee o 32 1970 SFAF F 093 0 & BF
KFPHAS —IBOFLHT TER > maiTgRwHAGRA
TR A B & S FF AT 0@ 5] > AR PFEFRE TS b0 B eIF I
MEZHARAT  HH—MRLEELALLFNF RO R GG
Ao B EBUR T A B & R 0y G PT T A e B R - 2Bk
KA HEARE Y - SRVHBREGLEARRGE SR
%o BSR4 R EAER o (Cuningham, 2005: 435)

TER EFEEREREEIE - FThR Williams obsteterics it 138 — B
FEYIGAMI EE B B R R S s T SRR N e
YIBARYEwL - MERF BB AEBREIE AR - 5 1980 A%
EYUIFAr RN E B B SR AR - BB AR IR B B A T 5%
e TrvEtE - AENEEESmBIEAN & - SRy R
It SR — 2R » EE T8 g K S T & R IR - TAE
1980 FEABRZFMWIRGIBE - " & "H e

(Z) BREERURMERE
ZE AN B MBI EE L Fielding Ould » 25— LISCF 5
SRS REUIFRIA - MAE 1742 SRS RS 20 M Bl E TR UIBH & ka8

FERTIRTL © Ould SRRl A ELLP A T U AR & - AN RSB - iGEH
HERNER T2 LR RRYIBH &S - LUREER FIAY4A (Thacker and
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Banta, 1983; Graham, 1997; Schoon, 2001 ) ¥4 150 £ » &fatEd
(B IRA ZF %% » B4 1820 4EMF » Ferdinand von Ritgen® ZE4JE
e bR % RYIGE - DA sa ek i e ad o AN 1847 FFiEBI#
% Paul Dubois FEHHITYIFI - SERETMAE 1857 FFA4 3R Carl
Braun IER@7 44 5y episiotomy > &K Braun 325 &I EAE HEAE
W LA IR - AR BERAEERAB TR LE B - 11
R - FAta B REYIRN T AR E S fanviiE - BhEiaulEEny
FERIBEANER Y T B AR IR O R UIBe J AU, 5 (HELRF B M
FIBNZE 13 K A S s I ARAYEAR - BRIFEERE - BHHEE R Sk
YIGA T A4 E (Schoon, 2001) °

LB BHET YT B R — - IRCRIE o 1918 4FEEIHE
B HWNERIEERT Pomeroy R. H. Shall > $H &Y B ERE B F 15
JREEFERTRTT ~ UK — B2 TER IR YIBHRYE L - MR JCHEANLL 5
1920 % Joseph B. DeLee tHERHAHFIRY TR - Ay 2 vk eke
AIDAFER R - MR ~ RHMERER G - DURFEN B =
F (Graham, 1997; Schoon, 2001 ) ; 2R > [EIRFEHEEES Williams
obsteterics IR EETR S (John Hopkins ) BEERREERHAIY John
Whitridge Williams CEHERERYEE (Williams, 1926) < {HFEEF A
FERERAL - DUk 1930 SRR ISRERRAVEE D - I EE R LR Wiz sz &
UMy I 71 - AR R YRR R 2 1 ARG R B
Eit o

GleUpEfEE S E - 2R BITHEER - BRI
GHESE S MEEEISEMNIE - fERFERE RS T - SRR

4 Ritgen > ERFERAE BB F_ERBEHEE > UEFRETEN
77 % (Ritgen’s maneuver ) °
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HIBETTETEE RAIZERT « 1970 F£A - EEIFE R AR e 2y
AT TR A EE 80%  MHRIE Lancer BYFE > [RIRFHARYZE ] 2
FEM A (Royal Melbourne ) #f2C8 e A% RA 30% (Editorial,
1968, 1: 75) « IMI¥HEERAYZE SR - S AR BRAGHIR B H A g ay)
PR RS 5 (R — e B T RIB AR B AR AR B iR - B
Nt Teketbs - Tl ER A TR R AEEE - 2K
B EUIBAMAYEE o 1975 R o SRR 5 JE A AR TR 2 )N
#H (National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit, NPEU) &+ W92 & Iain
Chalmers 3 - ST IS UIBHMAYEL A - (HeRRiizay Lt
BRI - 5 [REEiT SR AERR EE R B B¢ - A - fELL
Shiela Kitzinger By S & faUIFAMEREIELS T - hifSaEER
H R - F R G YIFAMIAYER/E (Graham, 1997) -
FEIRI—EE T 1980 FEARW - - PRTE I ELRARE A B 4
B KA~ it g B Bta B R a4 Asets - A AEER)
—BrAR R RO SRR ARYBIEE RS T - B E R R YR -
A — T REERAL ) AR - DUREZERFRIED - AL
K~ BT ~ RERERIEAN S in iy DU BRI A SCE e
P U] B ol A B st - XTI M A T SN 58 — 1 & R W) Bl il 19 B B T 5
(Klein et al., 1992) » SEEI{EPY JTBIEERS R - HERAE Ry e B ALY
B 5 - T o B i Ry T SR AR B A2 A BE R AL o Tan Davidson
Graham (1997) §8%y - HHASHFEMERZIEE) ~ E2f8R ~ B3
HE - RARNIIEEERE - BRI B S TEER - & 1980 F£R3E
EE YRR TR EE R (RE—) K EREEREEE
WFERE SR AR I BLZ AT - SR T LE I A TR - Ktk
Graham 33 Fyse SO R YIFARGEEME L 7 T3R09 TR - ke T
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(¥¥F Graham, 1997: 144-153)
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B EREIC -

1983 4F » fEREEHREHI)E (Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, CDC ) T_fERY Stephen B. Thacker A1 H. David Banta #5%%
MR E R IRAMT 7SO - BB G YIFaM T e E - &
B2 A ARERSEEZETSE (Thacker and Banta, 1983 ) » fAE 1990 FL.2
% PRI LU BRI Y SR BRAG IR AR FE R B A Fy 2 R
HIEEYIBAT < L% - Robert J. Woolley (1995b: 827 ) EEHr#&sf
1980 fF- LIRS YIBAMIFESORR - SEAE S DU fdm

G R TES B RER DGR RS > MR AR B
FERMOITIR > ARTAGGRG TR Rk ilE K
BREL P R s A LS Bey g~ PRI A LB RGN B e
RABRETELFFHAFHAN LOEE - LHAR 0 R
TG e AT 2G50 MER - RS RFR AL  Hive
B REGHRE ~ IMHRONGERAEAAMERE (2 VIE
T Ao dt) ~ GRS TR~ e A BB RGO ERARE -

H R YIBEMRE R Ry e L E H A EFRY -

FFYE R — R AE RIS - SR AR 5 AR
EEBERIR TS (e R Gl IRal - AR — T HACRAE AR EE BRI
B2 YIBAMAHr AL - 1t 5L (World Health Organization,
WHO) 1E 1997 /2414 Care in normal birth: A practical guide (IE%
FIRZEIRGEFSEME) Tl - SReYIBEME a1 "Mk mE 4
B Wl B R¥EE ~ B4 RERFIEMMRM 5 Stk A FAE TR
HERAE  REZLABEFTHENF ZREWERG  ARBELE
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@ FE MEM (WHO, 1997) » M EEMFEREE® (American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, ACOG ) HSE[E]/|\FiFIEg
® (American Academy of Pediatrics, AAP) {E Guidelines for perinatal
care (JAEENIRGERRIRIES]) ST ° (AAP, ACOG, 2002: 143)

fioll
R TAL - REH FTEBHAEE LT EFTHREACE
DB R TR E S AW E AR RGO ek 0 it
3 VB g5 AT M TS B b BE R o

B8] B 5% ] E BT T 22/ NAHAE 2000 ST A guide to
effective care in pregnancy and childbirth (3B A EENERETR
51) HEGE *

ERAFEEIFRZERA TR R LA EINER - TRA
TCARBGERN TR E > B CRAR KO EREG - 8
REES S BAEMA S HAREGRRBELG - ARER MK
R~ RRBEGRARBEA Z5] o RAMEA TR HE—
BB o TG TR w AT R e B 0 BAR & R AR P R E P
VI RARE 8 o XA BB T KR QS o B AT Ak Y s
ey pG 0 MR RAR T EERLTE EFTA BT M
Ak 5 A RF6Y Apgar score (FThaEAE8 ) ~ FERTF ~ Ak

5 ACOG #fn AAP W {8 % £& 7 1983 ~ 1988 ~ 1992 ~ 1997 ~ 2002 FHi & 1
MR Guidelines for perinatal care °

6 HZEREHREBIFIRANRE  FWERGENAZ R R LG HE -
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1B 2% a4k 4548 B (Enkin et al., 2000: 295 ) ©

S5 S UHRERAEER - T - 8 R - % B
HAEI M MR EBEE L T ERRITST - FEIHES
IREEEFRS | » F BRI ERERIR BB 25 -
(=) BEZEURMERBREAEERITIRAR

RO E R R R B A A S TR R - WESBISERIBAALL T
R UIBHAMTIET THILEBT 5 1F R R PAtm SR IERERIARYE - R e B Y]

7 % T A H B £ B2 B A AT d 8 42 ( American Health Research and Quality,
AHRQ) FEH L F 4 0 742005 4 5 AN T 450 112 & /91 B 4ir JE oy &
HMEEBCE (Viswanathan et al., 2005) » EEAE TH & - PEEH AN
HEHN  FAERMHL LR E R > R RSB ER
HEUAFLRT FRVEGD > EEELWGE 5 FEILIE P SRR 1
BEAEINNHFRETR - ERTRAGHEIFTFELSG  PTEEHERNFRER
TEHGXBRARGTENA - BO0RFELFHLGE  EHRIOT
(continuous, subcuticular repair ) 1 At [ BT 1 75 & 0y 4 & -

8 3 [ Cochrane F 8% £ #.L7F 1999 4 Episiotomy for vaginal birth — U 3 5
EERMEHEEEAE - FHENERL  REABHSRUHAEALERA RN
HEARBLWELS A8 O WEGHREG - 68D - BOWHEE > B8
ERURBGENGRRIEEBENERLEELR - TR SEEMGHER
A& 3 o & i 1 AT A5 B9 BUR. (Carroli and Belizan, 1999) ©

9 EEAEEENMTHELEAFT O (Deutsch Institut fuer Medizinishe
Dokumentation and Information, DIMDI) > 7 2000 4 i, 37 f# & £ 5 78 6 3 T »
AT — A F B EH . (Health Technology Assessment, HTA) > E B & /247 B
1y e R W B R IE R S AT 0 3T E B 3 U H B E Application of episiotomy for
vaginal nativity ; {2 % f& Z“Der Einsatz der Episiotomie bei der vaginalen
Geburt” °
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WY B HIFEAR - SEBI 2 BRSER 3 Hh ey [ YRR i o P AR i s Y B
% WHFCEUR EBIR & R UIBHMT TR 1980 4£1Y 63.9% TR
1998 £ 39.2% ( Weeks and Kozak, 2001 ) ; JIZEA 1989 F 1998 4£
HIIEH 55% (%% 25.4% ( Canadian Perinatal Health Report, 2000) ; %
1980 4 Z Hi R YIBRMTAYEE =R RN LR > 1985 BRI 37%
1995 FEHIK) 20% - SlAE 2004 FFREE] 129% - Horb HARAERYEAN A 7
i U 8% FRAIEEYIEEMT (NHS maternity statistics, 2005 ) = HAth
B R 5 0 B HLAE 1989 R EY)E W e R U B T R 2
33.7% ° FT 1995 HF£EMEZE 24.5% (Rockner and Fianu-Jonasson,
1999) -

1990 FERLIL - Bk T S UIBA @ RERY ERET A - LB
TEFZ At g SRR ERE - B0 YER A ARSIk
YJBAlEI T3 (Turner and Casey, 1995; Denham and King, 2001; Nagar
and Helliwell, 2001) * I A&EYIBIEITRESRIEREEA (Goldberg
et al., 2002; Howard, 2000) > 55 ik 2 IR e b ) B R 2t B 22 2
i 10 i EERIIL FIERI 2SR (Goldberg et al., 2003)
VAR 3 - EElR AR ~ RVARBERANE - thens e iatih
#NE1T (Shorten, 2000) © RABEHHEHLZ AT R - QIR HE
NAWER LFEA g YFE I EZEE A (Klein, 1995;
Robinson, Norwitz, Cohen and Lieberman, 2000 ) ° [fij ZERI{EA[FHFE
Hy7=EE - Q2 BBNE L vBme B LR - RERIEAE
v i E R RS R e R YR TR R s Y B A2 B BIAL (Tincello et
al., 2003) ° ILAh - FEREAERRE R HEE IR AR R rTRERY 2 2R

10 #MBEETE - EH (forceps) ~ EER G # (Vaccum) % ©
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F o Bl RARIS AR A S e FE YRR T LESRE S (Web and
Culhane, 2002 ) °
bR T B ER R UIBAMRAI M SE - SRR R R EEE =

G PIAEERER ~ ZRFIRE ~ ARERULRESEM - bkt = {E B R A9
BARFEEENESRYB-ITR (47%-90% ) FrA EimieketpE=R
HIIZE 25% % 55% Z[E] (Bergh, Sueters and Segaar, 2003; Ola, Bello,
Abudu and Anorlu, 2002) = 534} > f£ WHO VBRI > FE 3SR Ry
YIRS T —HRIINBEEEL T AT - & PR &Y
FraEE 5 E/IMH (Argentine Episiotomy Trial Collaboration Group) A
TPUERL T EIEIZ I 105 FHBgEe 2 > Hr e 1991 % 1992 4
RS T B B AR 1 R U BAR BER R RS - T B e Ry IBaT
RE Al MG A A R Mg e - G AT AL T MBI ~ 105
IEEbe 2 BRI TR - HEARBERSE (WE LU ) fEit
WFSEHET TR - B RIR 90% KW A 2 G fayli - M2t
BB e B (4~ BT > EEMBIE e g o
FEERRYIBAMTHE TR 12 _EA%HRABRI7E 5 (Althabe, Belizan and
Bergel, 2002 ) - &AM FEHE AR - B AP IRAE SRR U] E e
FERa Ry NEFSUE TR - R EHaE— 2 %E -
PRESARENE 2 LS R UIFARIIISE - thAE SRt Al A KT
& o LR EE N KRB E U H B ZETT R (Belizan and Carroli, 1998 )

11 £E B - B2F TRV ETES A %A 89.8% ~ 91.6% ~ 92.7% 5 2
3~ AL~ HERAERAS A A 90.2% ~ 96.4% ~ 95.6%  BhE L+ - B
& eI B AT A 2 5 A 93.6% ~ 91.6% -

12 WHEHRERENT EN  SRWHAMELE - B - B2 PO MATES A
%89.8% ~ 91.6% ~ 92.7% 3 AL~ fLiL ~ k&2 B 5 A 90.2% -
96.4% ~ 95.6% ;> BE+ ~ BEIEA SR VIB AT E LA A 93.6% ~ 91.6% -
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—HEIRIET - IRETFS CE R R R LR A R SR
EIAREERIIRIE - SEIFREHE (0GR A4 2 A B ey A B - E2
TR R R EOA MR — BT Ak FE
T R FMOGBRIMELER A THOEAH | B BIF LB ER TRH
& s ey B > M4 K ) (Villar, Carroli and Gulmezoglu, 2001:
47) - B A ER DU R R )] - FREEOE B A B I ER R L
fiiy o 10 British medical journal (FEBBEEHEEE) g " BidELIE
2 Ry RERREN 2 IIRRE o FERLGERETIT 7] ) 1INT#E (Langer and Villar,
2002) » B Ry BEAMGR S FEHTHIRG R B EAEE 1R - AICEAY FE R B A
B YR TR E A TRYRE - K - s e a0
BRER TR - AR AAOIRE  BERERAE A& M B
CHIRE (FRE) 5 BT A A GBI AR R B &a (Bl
41 WHO Reproductive Health Library - tHFE4: %A BlEFEE R
JEE ) N R BS R R B S B A e 2 R TSR B A - ERRE T LA
e st B A AEAHRRRY BR BB R TRy /7% -

=~ W IER NS

AWFFERIE R R A S E G R YRR SRR IS Ty gt —
B SR R - AT T AR SO AR R AR A B R AY
PSR ~ HE - RS ER SRS RS R e bt - B
PR B EGE ~ BB S AT S AT EERBRIRAY A - BRI Fe
WIS A AT - DBt SN w2 3 > IR B2
HBAHNSEYIREMA RS - &% - B EBRERR G IUR R
skBE e AR TR YIRa ) B4t B AR AEAH R Bl B BRI o Y
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T Ve ks BE B ELAE AR T Ry CB A E 2SR5 -

A IR SORRE RS - KB RCE AR A ~ PRAEEE
Hh o e R A AR RO ~ AHBRIE AT AT S IR
KRE "R (BERETER) - T BREHERE (A
20~ TIEEREIER S ) (FREIR R ) = EERHE - DL T &k yIEE |
i T UBERE ) MFR SN HEESCEAI T B E S
W E R s 20 L Bl v A E e sy " R yIbe L B T U e
o BOIERERR T R BESRFAEL - HIDIGE AR
o R AR B En e BimE 0 LUK 2003 5 2004 R B A
AT FMAA iR 5 BN G YIFHEE 5 AREN
Ham A © 2004 FIEXHRAY (RERNEED) (R (HRE
B LAEFM)) ~ &K 2003 i AR/ NH EIREE R - @B A
2003 ~ 2004 FEEEFTEEER -« SR BREE TR 2004 FAEHIREL
AelmEErte LA (R T -

W~ GENRE NS EUIbH il

[EIREPY 5 e R YIBRATE SORR - ] 2 BRBKSE kA R SR
FRAFESTHNEE AW E R G S UIFasE R - R
Gl L 2OV By BRI SR R 5L« [AIRE - B —HiiR e i
MR YIBEMIAI R L - DURLIE Ry pisd Samau iy T 5 » SR RTHIEL
AT R R m EE RS B B IV EE RS B RS - 1E Dy
B2 S S O ATREAT - DL R B REE FU BE SR IR B -
By v B E S ER P A oL g S B A B2 SR B R e 5 AR =
Firh R EE 2002 DU B SR B AR S A PR L B R R - ik
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62 LB gk BEEERITER
x=Z MEXEAR
SCREREER B! KRG e
— R
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Discourse Analysis of the Episiotomy Dispute in
Taiwan’s Obstetrics Practice
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The origins of medical discourses about the benefits of episiotomy
can be traced back to the 1920s, when episiotomy slowly gained a wider
acceptance in different societies. However, the 1990s saw a transformation
of the debate, including the view that episiotomy should have been
regarded as an important parameter for evaluating the quality of perinatal
care. Yet, this concept has not been accepted by Taiwanese obstetricians.
This paper therefore strives to shed some light on the evolution of
episiotomy use in Taiwan through an analysis of the existing medical
discourses.

In carrying out this research, the following methods and materials
were utilized: archival analysis, examination of recent notes from medical
school lectures, textual analysis of medical textbooks, newspapers, and
public journals, review of communication in the obstetrics community, and
a field study of a Taipei regional hospital.

Compared with some other countries, it appears that majority of
Taiwanese obstetricians are not affected by the latest obstetric
transformation, partly due to the dominance of male obstetricians,

institutionalization of childbirth, and delayed childbirth movement. The
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“high tech” values shared by a large number of physicians make them
ignore the importance of restricted use of episiotomy, which is regarded as
“low tech,” but “high art” procedure.

When reviewing the history of the formation and transformation of
the episiotomy discourse, it is clear that the medical paradigm of childbirth
continues to be medically centered. In sum, the obstetrical practice in
Taiwan needs further scientific and psychosocial assessments, in order to
allow for stronger focus of the medical community on women’s health and

well-being.

Keywords: episiotomy, childbirth, obstetrics, medical history, medical

discourse, paradigm shift
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