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Religious Thought and Social Status:
A Case Study of Muslim Women in Hong Kong
Ah-Wan Wu Department of Religion and Philosophy

Hong Kong Baptist University

This paper examines the relationship between religious thought and
social status of women in a Hong Kong Muslim community. The focus of
the research was to consider the question, whether the assertion of the
Islamic doctrine that men and women are equal is reflected in daily lives of
Muslim communities.

The research findings indicate that in the examined Muslim
community gender roles are largely stereotyped: first, women are mostly
seen as caretakers, servants, and food providers; second, all important
positions in local organizations are held by men; third, during social
activities and religious sessions at the mosque, the Muslim community
practices sex segregation; fourth, women in the community are generally
submissive and passive, and as such do not compete with the men; fifth, in
everyday life, where men are the leaders and women the followers, double
standards between men and women are prevalent; and last, Muslim women
impose moral restrictions on their own behavior, which ensures they
remain submissive, impotent, and silent.

In conclusion, while the Islamic religious teaching calls for men and
women to be treated equally, in practice expressions of this equality cannot

be found in the local Muslim community.

Keywords: religious thought, social status, Islam, gendered

organization theory
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