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Analysis of Women’s Education Research 1991 —
2002 in Taiwan:

A Feminist Perspective

Li-Ying Lee Kaohsiung Municipal Yaw-Chyun Elementary School

Women’s education first gained its legal status, Five Year
Development Program of Adult Education, in 1991 in Taiwan, which has
since inspired lots of research on women’s education. From a feminist
perspective, this article examines fourty-six theses on women’s education
in Taiwan during the period between 1991 and 2002. Analysis of these
theses is done from three aspects—the subjectivity of research, perspective

on education and practicality.

Analysis of Research Subjects

It is observed that research incorporating a feminist or gendered
perspective is increasing. Also, the research methodologies employed
exhibit a shift from quantitative to qualitative measurement.

Analysis of Perspective on Education

Views on education as adopted in these theses have diversified
gradually over the years. The liberal feminist point of view was the
mainstream at the beginning, followed by other viewpoints on women’s
education such as rational feminist, social feminist and radical feminist

point of views.
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Analysis of Practicality

Around Fifty-five percent (twenty-six theses) of the theses reviewed
either show strong intention to empower women’s education or propose
concrete suggestions to move women’s education forward. Four among the

forty-six theses are highly recommended for their applicable value.

Finally, the researcher concludes that these master narratives are quite

patriarchal and call for a paradigm shift.

Key words: women education research, feminist perspective,

subjectivity, education interpretation, praticality





