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Body, Gender and Sex Education:
Feminist Perspectives

Mei-Hui You Associate Professor

Graduate Institute of Gender Education

National Kaohsiung Normal University

The purpose of this paper is to analyze Taiwan's sex education discour-
ses from feminist perspectives. On the one hand, to demonstrate the gender
ideology and the discursive strategies of the discourses, the author focuses
on the sex education discourses developed by the medical professionals and
the hygiene education professors. On the other hand, contrasting the he-

" gemonic sex education discourse with the sexuality education discourse de-
veloped by The Center for the Study of Sexuality, National Central Univer-
sity, the author also demonstrates both of these two set of discourses lacking
multicultural perspectives and practical implications.

' Beginning by pointing out the homophobia complex in the hegemonic
discourses of sex education, the authot argues that the social/cultural struc-
tural constraints should be dealt with more rigidity in the works. Then, an
examination focused on "multicultural concerns” is present in the paper.
Finally, the author discusses the politics of gender differences and empha-
sizes the issues of "to divide/ combine or not" should be considered more
practically and seriously.

After analyzing the two oppositional discourses, the paper concludes
with some suggestions for the future possible development of the more gen-
der-egalitarian sexuality education, including the discourses as well as edu-
cation prdctices.

Key words: sex education, sexuality education, discourse analysis,

homophobia, multicultural education





