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The Sociological Analysis of the Feminization of
Childcare Workers and Related Policies

Abstract

In Taiwan, most people believe that childcare work is women's work. Such myth has
been permeated in our society for a while. The feminization of childcare workers is socially
constructed, however, few research has explored the reason and the construction behind such
ideology. This study tried to challenge the traditional view that women's "nurturant” capacities
related closely to childcare work. Putting the issue of the feminization of care workers into
gender context, the research was able to prove that women suffer oppression from unjust
gender system and paternal social structure,

In this study, in-depth interviews were employed. Through eleven female informants'
voices, their life experiences reflect strongly that cultural hegemony played an influential role
on women's life. Such analysis is also consistent with Althusser's theory. The impact of state
cultural hegemony has spread through state apparatuses, such as childcare.

Some scholars try to promote "professional certification" and “payments for care” as
means to eliminate gender discrimination in childcare services. The study found, however, that
unless women's economic autonomy and gender justice are examined as well, such approaches
still provide the basis for exploration for women in labor market under the capitalist system.
The study also found that "the colonization of women's life world ", idea introduced by

Habermas were better explanation of such approaches.

Key words : the feminization of care worker - gender subjectivity - post-structure

feminism -~ feminism standpoint - "Payments for care”.





