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Women and three Generation dwelling :

An Exploration on Old Women’s Financial
Dependency and Living Arrangement Problems

Hu, Yow-Hwey* Chou, YVah-Jong**

(ABSTRACT)

This paper examines the difficulties of old women’s financial dependency
and three generation living arrangement problems by qualitative exploration on
women’s experience and interpretation. The narratives from our four focus
groups held in Yuenlin County are analyzed and summarized as follow : 1)
Almost all our old ladies consider their daughters’ care much better than the care
offered by their daughters—in—law. However , the patrilocal custom prohibits
the mother—daughter contact but enforced in—laws encounters in their every;
day living conditions. 2)> Many old women are financially dependent on their
sons, which put them in a disadvantaged situation in the in — law dyadic
relations. Some felt that they have to perform house chores to exchange for their
living. This experience made them depressed especially compared with their own
daughter — in-law experience. 3)The rural — to — urban migration of their
offsprings has put old women in a position to disconnect with old friends and
neighbors, in order to stay with their son’s family. The alternative meal rotation
practice has made old women’s adaptation ‘even harder. 4) Many old women
express their desires for financial independent and being able to live in old
people apartment as what they overheard about elderly’s welfare in other
countries. These results are also discussed in terms of cultural myth and policy

implications.

Key words: elderly women ~ economic dependency ~ living arrangement
y y

*Associate Professor, Institute of Health & Welfare Policy, National Yang-Ming Uni-
versity.
**Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, National Chung Cheng University.





