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LIFE WORLD AND GENDER INEQUALITY

*

Wei-an Chang

(ABSTRACT)

The main purpose of this paper is to describe the underlying structure
of gender inequality in Taiwan culture. I believe that discussing the
gender inequality in culture or folklore is helpful to dispel the myths of
gender relationship in society. The methods that will be used to discuss
this issues will include interviews with people under the age 40, as well
as using literature material to discover the folklore in people’s common
knowledge. This paper will attempt to find out whether people are going
to say that males and females are equal, and how the strong patriarchy
tradition affects gender inequality.

The main body of this paper is divided into three parts: the first will
describe that the significance of life world in discussion of gender
relationship; the second part will analyze the cﬁlture and folklore of
common knowledge in Taiwan, with the patriarchal tradition still
dominating; and the last part will analyze the common sexual knowledge
of people. The sexual knowledge of Taiwanese is different from that of
Westerners. Most Taiwanese are familiar with the Chinese Yin/Yang
tradition, which is the base of male-central thought. This tradition pays
attention only to the male’s concern, the social effect of Yin/Yang

tradition on gender inequality is very significant.

Key words: life world, gender inequality, gender and society
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